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Searching for strawberries 

Who wouldn’t want to have access to fresh, sweet strawberries in their backyard? I know I want 

some! This sweet fruit is one of the favorites among gardeners and the end of the summer 

triggers many calls to our office about where they can get plant material.  

In our area, commercial strawberry production doesn’t start until the middle of September if not 

later. Commercial producers sometimes place their orders as early as a year in advance to 

secure availability of plant material for their farms. Retail availability of strawberries is typically 

delayed by about a month which means that gardeners will likely have to wait until the end of 

October or later, to be able to have access to strawberry plants from local stores. But let’s learn 

a bit more about strawberries.  

Strawberries are low-growing herbaceous perennials (yes, they are perennials although we 

cultivate them as annuals), their flowers have female (pistils) and male (stamens) parts and are 

self-fertile. They are pollinated largely by insects that collect and transfer pollen grains from the 

stamens to the pistils.  If the pollination is not complete in each pistil, you will get a small or 

misshapen strawberry.  

And here is where I am about to blow the minds of those of you who did not know that the small 

seeds you see in the “berry” are actually the fruits (called achenes). The red fleshy part we call 

the “berry” is in fact an enlarged flower stem that is a receptacle for the many seeds that 

resulted from each fertilized pistil developing into an individual fruit.  

Most of the strawberry production in the state is in Plant City. However, you won’t have to drive 

that far to get access to fresh field-grown strawberries. Depending on the farm, planting dates 

and weather, strawberries will be ready as early as late December through late April. Next 

Spring, I encourage you to search for the closest u-pick farm and take a closer look at 

strawberry production in your area. To find a u-pick farm nearby visit 

https://www.pickyourown.org/FLnorth-Alachua.htm  
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